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Order d, 


HAT the Thanks of this 4 
given to the Reverend Doctor Theo- 


| philus Bolton 5 for the excellent Sermon 


by him Preach d, before this Houſe Teſter- 
day, at St. Andrew's Church; and that 
he be defired to Print the ſame. And that 
Doctor Coghill, Mr. Solicitor General, 
Sir William Parſons, and Doctor Trot- 
ter, do acquaint him therewith, 


Bruen 3 D. C. Parl. 


Iſaac Ambroſe, Dun: (008. 
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ig vi III. part of the firſt Verſe. 


Put them in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
| and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 


N 


C 


HE Deſign of the Chriſtian Inſtitutioi 
being to make known to Mankind the 
Means by which, in the Order of 
God's A pointment, all _ attain 
Happineſs, both in this and a future 


I tirely depends, was neceſſarily taken 
Yn as a Part of this holy Inſtitution ; and all thoſe Pre- 
cepts of the Moral Law, hi wy either regulate the common 


* or Life between Man and Man, or determine that 
A Obedi- 


State: the whole Syſtem of Morality, 
upon which our preſent Felicity en- 
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[4] 
Obedience which is due to the Magiſtrate in a ſocial State, 
were made Rules of Chriſtianity 3 and beſides the Promiſes 
u Le, much greater in that which is to come were add- 
ed to inforce our tence. | ; 
By this Means, not only the Influence of Chriſtianity up- 
on Civil Government became very great; but the Influence 
likewiſe, which the Miniſters and Rulers in Chriſt's King- 
dom mult have in every Society, where they are admitted 
to preach the Goſpel, became a. Matter of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence to Temporal Princes ; the religious Motives upon 
which they exact Obedignce, being in their Nature more 
powerful thag any Te al Rewards or Penalties which 
the Magiſtrate ean propok 


This, in the very Infancy of Chriſtianity, was taken no- 


tice of by the Powers then in being; and as it occaſioned 
every where a Jealouſy and Suſpicion of the firſt Planters of 
the Goſpel, they found themſelves under a Neceſſity to be 
extremely particular, in declaring to the World, that this 
Influence, which Religion had upon Civil Government, was al- 


er friendly to.it ; that it uo way medled with the Rights 


of Princes, nor was at all intended to make any Change in 


the local Conſtitutions, that were any where eſtabliſhed, ' 


or alter thoſe Foundations which by Agreement were laid, 
as Checks to the Magiſtrate's Power, for the common Good 


That the Spiritual Power, communicated, to them for the 
Government. of the Chriſtian Chuxch, no way related to 
Civil Society ; and what was given them in Charge in that 
Reſpect, plainly tended to its Advantage ; being nothing 
moxe than, to, preſs that Obedience, which by the Laws of 
every Country was due to the Civil Magiſtrate, upon reli- 
| my Morives, by publiſhing to the World, that it was the 

i of God, that all ſhould: be ſuljject to the higher Powers, not 
enly for Mratb, or-thro' Fear, which was 4 weak unſteady 
Principle, but for Conſcience-ſuke, an inward Conviction that 
Obedience was a Moral Duty, and like every other virtu- 
— good Action, would be rewarded by him in a future 

te. | 
This was the ſettled: Doctrine of the Primitive Church; 
gor can we. find, among the Gliriſtian, Writers, the leaſt 


Change introduced, till after the Papal Uſurpation ; on the 
| con- 
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contrary, ſo ſenſible were Chriſtian Princes of the Adyah- 
tages, they received from it, that the Zeal and Piligenet᷑ bf 
the Clergy, in this particular, are by many afligned, as 
one great Cauſe of their extraordinary Bounty and Muni- 
ficence. to the Church. e 
But then, it muſt be 3 immediately after the Preva- 


lency of the Pe pal Power, this Sacred Authority became as 
hurt ful to the 3 as before it was friendly and uſeful 
to it. For the Biſhops of the See of Rome having ſeized the 
Government of the whole Eecleſiaſtical Body, and uſurped 
that Power, which by the Chriſtian Inſtitution was lodged, 
in the Dioceſan Biſhops of every National or Provincial 
Church, prevailed upon the Clergy to receive and publiſh it, 
as the Doctrine of Chriſt, that Princes excommutiicated by 
the Pope, might be depoſed or murdered by their Subjects; 
by which Means they became a Terror” to all Chriſtian 
Kings and Magiſtrates, raiſed frequent Diſturbances in al- 
moſt every Nation, and under the Pretext of ſecuring the 
Church, were enabled, where-ever they judged it for their 
Interelt, to arm the Subjects of any State againſt their laiy- 
ful Governors. bag dens | 4 
That, among other, the great Rebellion, which gives Or- 
caſion to our preſent Meeting, if not founded, was at leuſt 
carried on by the Influence which this pernicious Doctrine 
had upon the Popiſh Natives of this Kingdom, is, I think, 
generally agreed on. For admitting the Conductors of it, 
might poſſibly have been moved by a Proſpect of deſtroying 
the Engliſh Settlement here, and poſſeſſing themſelves of 
their Lands; and granting alſo, that maity unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances then coneurred, without the - Concurrence of 
which, probably, they neither wou'd have attempted, nor 
have been able to execute this execrable Deſign ; yet {till it 
mult be allow d that the common People, who were then no 
way oppreſs'd, muſt have been wholly. influenc'd by this 
corrupt Doctrine, and that nothing elſe could have raiſed 
them, to ſo high a Pitch of Barbarity, as to Murder, with- 
out Oppoſition given, great Numbers of innocent Perſons. 
The Truth is, there is no Principle in Nature, except a 
miſtaken religious Zeal, that is ſtrong enough to over-power 
the common Inſtin&ts of Humanity, and prevail, upon any 
Man, where he is not 5 by Arms and Oppoſition, or 
; 2 OVET=- 


[5]. 


over-born by ſome preſent vehement Pſion, to. deſtroy 
his fellow Creature. 
Thanks be to God ; moſt of thoſe Circumſtances that con- 
tributed to this unnatural Rebellion, are now removed; 
this corrupt Doctrine only remains, as a Principle of Dan- 
ger, that upon any new Concurrence of unhappy Accidents, 
may enable wicked and ambitious Men to excite and influ- 
ence the Body of the Natives to engage in a like Attempt. 
T hope therefore, it will not be thought foreign to the De- 
ſign of the Legiſlature in appointing this Solemnity, if I but 
- lightly touch upon the other Circumſtances of this Inſur- 
rection, and make it the Buſineſs of the following Diſcourſe 
to explain the true Doctrine of Chriſtianity upon this Head 
of Obedience; and ſhew how greatly the Church of Rome, 
and ſome others (for to ſay the Truth ſhe is not ſingular 
in her Opinions) have varied in this Particular from what 
we are taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
And becauſe it ſometimes happens, in religious as well 
as other Diſputes, that the greateſt Difficulty ariſes from 
the wrong Stating the Queſtion, and by clearing that from 
the Intricacies and Subtilties of artful Men, every diſcern- 
ing Perſon is better able to perceive on which Side the Truth 
lies, than by the moſt elaborate Argument; I chuſe, in 
this Aſſembly, to ſpeak to the Point before us in the follow- 15 
ing Method. | | e 
J. I will endeavour to lay before you the true State of ky 
this Controverſy concerning Obedience to the Civil Magi- 
- ſtrate, together with the principal Points that have ariſen ſe 
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upon it; and ſhew in what Particulars the Church of Rome 0 
and others have varied from the true Doctrines of Chriſtia- P 
nity with reſpect to this Duty. h 
* il. I ſhall endeavour more particularly to explain the Te- Ir 


nets of the eſtabliſhed Church upon the ſame Heads, and 4 
attempt to anſwer thoſe Obje&ions that her ſeveral Oppo- | © 


nents uſually produce againſt her. * 
III. And Laſtly, I ſhall take leave to make one or two 
brief Obſervations from the whole. ft 

]. In Order then to ſtate this Controverſy, it muſt be ob- 


ſerved, that all Sects of Chriſtians, except ſome of the 
wildeſt Enthuſiaſts (whoſe Opinions do not deſerve our pre- Jar 


ſent Notice) are agreed, that Obedience 10 the higher Powers ff b 
| is 


Spiritual Capacity, 
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is a Chriſtian Duty, and that no Man can reſiſt his lawful 
Superior, without incurring as much Guilt, as ariſes from 
any other A& of Diſobedience to the Divine Command. 


So that the whole Controverſy relates to the Bounds of the 


Magiſtrate's Power, whether it be capable of any Limita- 


tion, and in what Caſes, and by whom. And as theſe are 


Points of the greateſt Moment to the Peace of Mankind, 
they have given Riſe to ſome of the warmeſt Controverſies, 


that have ever happen'd in Religion, and wherein the Di- 


vines of all Perſuaſions have been engaged. 
But to be able clearly to comprehend their different Senti- 


ments, and perceive from whence theſe Limitations to the 


Magiſtrate's Power may ariſe, I muſt further obſerve one or 
two Particulars. 

And Firſt, As it is very poſſible for the ſame Men to be 
Members of different Societies, and as ſuch, to be capable 
of different Rights, and ſubje& to different Obligations; 
ſo in every Chriſtian Common-wealth, this muſt be every 
Man's Caſe, becauſe every Man is, at the ſame time, a 
Member of the Church, and the Common-wealth, which 
are different Societies. 

Secondly, This different Capacity, in which all Chriſtians 
muſt be conſider'd, is the Ground of the Diſtinction which 
is uſually made between the Temporal and the Spiritual State ; 
each of which has received its Name from the End, for 
which Men enter into one or other of theſe Societies. Thus the 
End, for which Men join in Civil Society, being the Pre- 
ſervation of their Temporal Rights, when the whole Body 
of any People are conſider d, as united together for this 
Purpoſe, they compoſe the Ste Temporal : So on the other 
hand, when you join together for-a merely, Spiritual End, 
in Order to worſhip, or ſerve God in the Manner he has 
appointed, they compoſe that Society which is called the 
Church, and the whole conſider'd together with their Go- 
vernors, are called the Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual State. * 

Thirdly, Becauſe Society would be an impoſſible and ab- 
ſurd Fiction, if all the Members of it were not conſider d 


* This Word is often uſed for the cnly,. but 1 have take N N 8 
larger Senſe for the whole collectiye Body of the People conſider d in their 
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as Parts of one Body, under the Direction of one Will; it is 
generally agreed, that thoſe Perſons, whether one or more, 
to whom the Government of any Society is committed, have 
a Right to Obedience from every Member when called up- 
on; Government being nothing more than a Power to direct, 
and apply the Force of the whole Community to ſuch Pur- 
poles, as are judged neceſſary for its Preſervation, or Well- 
being. And for this Reaſon the Strength and Power of the 
whole Society is ſuppoſed to be collected together, and uni- 
ted in the Perſon of the Governor. ; 

Laſily, From hence it muſt happen, that in Chriſtian Com- 
mon-wealths, wherein (as has been ſaid) all are Members 
of diſtinct Societies, the ſame Men, as they are Members of the 
Church or compoſe the State Eccleſiaſtical, mult be under 
the Direction of other, or different Perſons from thoſe, 
whom they are bound to obey, conſider d as Members of the 
Civil State; and be under Obligations to obey thoſe their 
Spiritual Governors in all things, wherein by the Rules of 
the Society, they have a Power to command, or exact Obe- 
dience. 3 

Theſe Things being premiſed; any one may now perceive, 
that in all Chriſtian Kingdoms, the Civil Power, from the 
Nature of the Thing, is capable of a two-fold Limitation; 
one from the State Eccleſiaſtical, if in any Cale, the Gover- 
nors of it have a Power from God, to direct the Members of 


the Church to reſiſt, or depoſe their Civil Superior. The 


other from the Civil State, if the People, or any Repreſen- 
tation of them, conſider d in that Capacity, are permitted 
by the Divine Law, in any caſe, according to their local 
Conſtitutions, to withdraw their Obedience from the Ma- 
—— when he acts contrary to the Rules of ſuch Con- 
itut ions. 9555 | | 
Theſe two Limitations, to which the Power of the Ma- 
giſtrate, in a Chriſtian State, may from the Nature of the 
Thing be liable, have given Riſe to the two main Points in 
this Controverſy. | 8% 
'Fhe firſt is, whether the Governors of the Chriſtian 
Church (in whomſoever you ſuppoſe that Government veſted, 
whether in the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, or a Synod of the 
Biſhops of any national Church, or in any other Synod or 


Aſſembly that repreſents the Eccleſiaſtical State) have Power 


and 
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and Authority from Chriſt, where the Magiſtrate aQs con- 
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trary to the Intereſt of the Church, to abſolve his Chriſtian 5 


Subjects from their Allegiance, and impower them to reſiſt, 
depoſe, or dethrone him. | 582 85. ; 

The ſecond Point relates to the Chriſtian Subjects, con- 
fidered as Members of the Civil State, whether they are ſo 
far tied down by-the Rules of the Goſpel in this Point of 
Obedience to the Magiſtrate, that they cannot, tho' he acts 
contrary to their local Conſtitution, and attempt to change 


the Frame of their Government, withdraw their Obedi- 


ence, or in caſe he uſes Force to maintain theſe Encroach- 
ments, reſiſt. | | 

In the firſt of theſe Particulars, the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
differs from the Papiſts, the greater Part of the Diſſenters, 
and (we may almoſt call it) a Sect lately founded upon a 
Book, Intituled The Rights of the Chriſtzan Church, and un- 
happily countenanced by a Divine of no ſmall Note, in a 
neighbouring Kingdom ; and in the fecond, from the Non- 
jurors of the preſent Age, and the Aſſerters of Unlimited 
Paſſire Obedience in the laſt. FIR | 

The firſt Point, as far as the Diffenters, or the Church 
of Rome are concerned in it, has from the time that the 
Biſhops of that See uſurped the Government of the em 
Church, been debated with utmoſt Subtilty by the moſt 
eminent Lawyers and Divines of Europe, in the Diſputes that 
aroſe upon this Head, between the Popes and Chriſtian 
Princes. But the Controverſy upon the other is of much 
later Date, having arifen ſince the Reformation, about the 
beginning of the laſt Age, and is, in a manner, peculiar to 
the Writers of theſe Nations. 

The Aſſerters of the Papal Power differ ſomewhat in the 
manner of ſtating this Doctrine; ſome maintain an original 
or direct Dominion in the Pope, whereby he is not only 
impowered, but obliged, as Vicar of Chriſt, to inſpect the 
Affairs of all Chriſtian Princes, and either upon Male-Ad- 
miniſtration, or any Attempt againſt the Intereſt of the 
Church, to admoniſh them to correct the Abuſe, which if 
they refuſe, he is bound, by virtue of his Office, to pro- 
ceed to Excommunication, and may authorrze either their 
own Subjects, or any other Chriſtian Prince, with their A 
filtance, to depoſe them. 

| C thers 
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Others apprehenſive, the Doctrine thus propoſed would 
appear too ſhocking to all Chriſtian Princes, maintain only 
an indirect Dominion in the Eccleſiaſtical Superior; which im- 
powers him, in caſe of their embracing, or ſupporting He- 
reſy, or prohibiting the due Execution of the Canons of the 


Church, to proceed to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. And if af- 


ter theſe, they continue Obſtinate and Incorrigible, and 
on to tear and devour the Flock of Chriſt, he may, for the 
Preſervation of the Flock, the care of which was committed 
to him by Chriſt, abſolve the Subjects from their Allegi- 
ance, and impower them, or any other Chriſtian ri 
puted for that Purpoſe, to depoſe and dethrone them. For 
tho', ſay they, there be no original or direct Dominion in 
the Church over the Temporal Power, yet this Abuſe, in 
the Exerciſe of it, founds a ſuriſdiction in that Perſon, whom 
Chriſt has appointed, as his Vicar, to protect his Flock. 

But this Opinion, tho' more artfully propoſed, is in effe& 
the ſame with the former ; the Error of both conſiſting in 
this, that it ſubjects the Temporal to the Ecclefiaſtical State, 
and by giving the ſpiritual Governor a Right, in any caſe, 
to make uſe of the Force or Power of the People, fixes the 
laſt Reſort of al Power in him; deprives the Magiſtrate 
of the Temporal, as well as Spiritual Sword ; and places both 
in the Hands of the Spiritual Judge ; for theſe imaginary 
Bounds to the Juriſdiction of the latter, can be to no Pur- 
pole, while he reſerves to himfelf the Interpretation of theſe 
Canons, or the final Judgment, what is Hereſy or a Spiri- 


tual Crime within their Senſe, and after Sentence given, 


a Power to make uſe of the Force of the People to have thas 
Sentence executed. 

The Subſtance of hat is ſaid, to ſupport this Doctrine, 
is that the Eccleſiaſtical State having a more noble End, the 


everlaſting Happineſs of Mankind, than the Civil, which. 


goes no farther than the Happineſs of this Life, muſt, from 
this Superiority in the End, have a Privilege to controul the 
Temporal Power, where-ever it encroaches upon the Rights, 
or endangers the Welfare of the Church. 

It was for this Reaſon, that all the Power which Chriſt 
had with reſpect to the Church, was by him conveyed in 
expreſs Words to the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors; As my 
Father ſent me ſo ſend I you, and all the Members of his King- 


dom 
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dom as expreſly enjoined, 70 obey thoſe that were ſet over them 
in the Lord. Wherefore, ſay they, however direct thoſe 
Texts are, which command Obedience to the Civil Power, 
they muſt be underſtood with the forementioned Limitation; 
otherwiſe, there would be a direct Contradiction in the 
Chriſtian Law; for if the temporal and ſpiritual Superior 
ſhould one command, what the other prohibits, which 18 
not only poſſible but has frequently happened, either the 
Subject, who is Member of both Societies, muſt be liable to 
inconſiſtent Commands, and whatever Way he acts, commit 
Sin; or there mult be a Right in one of theſe Superiors to 
diſpenſe with the Obedience due to the other, when this 
happens to be the Caſe. But then in which of them that 
Right is, tho' the Law had not determined it, the Reaſon 

the Thing would; namely, the greater Good or Evil, which 
muſt be the Conſequence of our Obedience, or Diſobedience 


to either. And for a Conformation of this Argument, ma- 


ny Precedents are produced of the Pope's depoling temporal 


Princes, to ſhew, that the Exerciſe of this Power has been 


all along in the Church. 

Thus this Controverſy ſtood, at the Time of the Refor- 
mation, after having been debated by the Favourers of the 
Popes and Emperors for three or four Hundred Years ſucceſ- 
ſively, nor did it then ceaſe, but has ever ſince continued 
among us; the Eſtabliſhed Church, and the Diſſenters took in- 
deed contrary Sides. The former, following cloſely the 
Steps of the Primitive Church, declared in Favour of the Ci- 
vil Supremacy. But the latter, imagining the Error of the 
Church of Rome did not conſiſt in aſſerting the Authority of 
Chriſt's Kingdom over all the Powers of the World, but in 
placing that Authority in wrong Hands, maintaining the 
fame Doctrine; differing only in this, that they transferred 
it from the Biſhop, or Pope of Rome, to their ſeveral Aſ- 
ſemblies, wherein, according to their different Forms of 


- Church Government, they ſuppoſed this Power of direRing the 


Affairs of the Chriſtian Church to ha ve been lodged. 

They changed indeed the Terms, that had been made 
uſe of by the Lawyers and School Divines, N the 
Name of the Crime, which founded the Eccleftaftical Juriſdi- 
tion, inſtead of Hereſy, calling it {dolatry. But this made no 
Change in the main Queſtion, for they referved to them- 
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ſelves the final Judgment of that Crime, or Opinion, which 
was to be deemed, or taken to be 1dolatry. 

The Author, and Followers of the Se& juſt mentioned 
have, in a Way different from all Chriſtian Churches both an- 
cient and modern, put an eaſy End to this Controverſy ; 
by diſſolving the Chriſtian Society, and maintaining, that 
ſince Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this World, there can be no au- 
thorized Government of it in this World. And as this, they 
ſay, cuts off this whole Diſpute, ſo it can be attended with 
no Inconvenience, with reſpect to the Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
wity ; ſince the Sincerity of thole who embrace it, will cer- 
tainly excuſe them in the Sight of God, if for want of Au- 


thorized Governors, they ſhould fall into any erroneous Tenet. 


And thus I have endeavoured to lay before you the true 
State of that Controverſy, which ariſes from the firſt Limi- 
tation, of which the Civil Power in any Chriſtian Kingdom is 
capable; as it is at preſent ſtands between the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and its ſeveral Opponents. 

The Queſtion ariſing upon the ſecond Limitation, has not 
occaſioned much Debate, at leaſt among Divines, any where 
but in theſe Kingdoms. The Truth is, it cannot with any 
Propriety be called a religious Queſtion. For the Limits to 
the Magiſtrate's Power, 1n the Civil State, muſt altogether 
depend upon that Conſtitution or Form of Government which 
is any where Eſtabliſped. And with this Chriſtianity has 
not at all medled, it being very obſervable that in the Wri- 
tings of the New Teſtament, ſuch Terms are always made uſe 
of as are equally applicable to all Firms of Government, 
Powers, Dignities, Principalities, Human Ordinances, Magiſtra- 


cies, and ſuch like. However, becauſe the Aſſerters of un- 


limited Paſſive Obedience in the laſt Age, and the Nonjurors 
in this, by blending theſe two Queſtions together, (which 
are perfectly different, depend upon different Principles, 
and have received contrary Determinations) have very un- 
fairly made uſe of the Do&rine and Practice of the Primitive 
as well as the Eſtabliſhed Church, upon the former Queſtion to 
ſupport their Opinions upon this, it will not be improper 
here briefly to mention them, that we may ſee how little 
they are ſupported either by the one or the other, and how 
little they are able to ſupport that dangerous Concluſion which 
they principally intend. 1 

DET | 7 
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The Sum of what they aſſert, as far as Iam able to in- 
form my ſelf, is, that all Civil Power is immediately from 
God, and properly ſpeaking, the Power of God himſelf, ex- 
erciſed by Princes in his Stead for the Support of Human So- 
cieties, and conſequently that no Limit can be ſet to this 
Power, or any poſſible Caſe ſuppoſed wherein Reſiſtance 
—— lawful, becauſe that would be in effect to reſiſt God 
imſelf. | 
The Difficulty that ſeems to preſs moſt in this Caſe, what 
is to be done? Where the Magiſtrate enjoins any thing that 
is directly prohibited by the Law of God; they ſay ma 
eaſily be ſolved by diſtinguiſhing between Active and Pa 
ive Obedience, whereby, in all Caſes that can happen, we 
may obey both; God, in not tranſgreſſing his Laws, and 
the wy . in patiently bearing any Penalties he thinks 
fit to inflict, where our Duty to God will not permit us to 
be actively obedient. 
This they ſuppoſe to be the expreſs Doltrine of the Holy 
Scripture in thoſe Paſſages wherein the Powers that be are de- 


clared to be ordained of God, and Reſiſtance to them is threa- 


tened with everlaſting Damnation. 

The Exceſſes therefore of the Magiſtrate, however de- 
ſtructive they may prove, are not to be eſteemed as Abuſes of 
his Power, or the Truſt committed to him by the Commu- 
nity, that may be reſtrained by the Force of the People, or 
prevented by ſetting Bounds to his Authority; but mult be 
looked upon as Judgments ſent from God, for the Puniſh- 
ment of wicked Nations, and as ſuch, born with the ut- 
moſt Patience and Reſignation. 

For if the Power of the Magiſtrate be the Power of God 
himſelf, Prayers and Tears, Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, are the only Means, that can entitle us to his Mer- 
cy, and prevail upon him to remove theſe Judgments ; to 
reſiſt is to fight againſt God, and may increaſe, but can ne- 
ver remove the Evil. And all this they ſay appears from 
the many Precepts that are to be found in the ſacred Wri- 
tings, enjoining Obedience, and ſeveral Paſſages of the like 
Kind, found among the Writings of the Fathers, and the 
Works of our firſt Reformers, and by the Practice of both in 
all Times of Perſecution. 
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This Opinion, which aroſe, as was ſaid, about the Be- 


; ginning of the laſt Age, has ſince received ſome further In- 


propements. An Author of great Name, to favour the Alte- 


rations in Religion, as well as Goverument, that were made in 


the Time of the Uſurpation, rejected the Diſtinction be- 
tween Active and Paſſive Obedience, and declared the Aagi- 
ftrate's Power to be ſo abſolute in all Caſes, that no Man's 
firmeſt Perſuaſion, that any Paſſage in Scripture was contra» 
ry to his Command, could excuſe him from Aitive Obedience; 


| becauſe the Magiſtrate, as God's Vicegerent, had the {ole 


Authority of interpreting Scripture, and publiſhing that Au- 
_ Declaration of God's Will, which all were bound to 
ollow. _ 
After the Reſtoration ; the Duty of Obedience was in ſome 
neaſure appropriated to Monarchical Government, and the 
Titles of Princes founded in the Grant of the Property of 
the Earth, that was made to our firſt Parent, and his De- 
ſcendants in the right Line; and therefore not Government 
in general, but Monarchy, with the Form of Succeflion, juſt 
mentioned, were ſaid to be Original Appointments of God, 
which no Human Conſtitution could diſpenſe withal ; and that 
all Men were bound in Conſcience to pay an unlimited Obe- 


dlience to that Prince, and to him only, who by Proximity of 


Blood ſucceeded in that Line or Family, which by Preſcrip- 
tion was intituled to this Patriarchal Right. 

By theſe Principles revived ſince the Revolution, the Ene- 
mies of our Eſtabliſhment have endeavour'd to undermine the 
preſent Goverment, and with it the whole Frame of our 
Legal Conſtitution ; with what Succeſs ſhall be conſider'd un- 


der the next Head, to which we now proceed; which was, 


II. To lay before you the Doctrine of the Eſtabliſpad 
Church in the Particulars that have been mentioned, and an- 


Mer the Difficulties that have been urged againſt it. 


As to the firſt Point which relates to the Ecclefaſtical Au- 
dbority ; Ihe Eſtabliſhed Church, in this, as in all other Points, 
cloſely following the Primitive Writers, has publickly De- 
termined: in favour of the Civil Supremacy ; and declared 


that the Church of Chriſt, conſider d as a diſtinct State, or 


Society under the Direction of its Spiritual Paſtors, has no 
Right to reſtrain, controul, or reſiſt the Magiſtrate ; but is 
in all Caſes ſubject to an unlimited Paſſive Oledience; that 

1 not 


' wards the Attainment of the Promiſes of the Goſpel, as if 


| have the ſame Pretenſions. 


[4.57] 


not only the Object of all Eccleſiaſtical Power is merely Spi- 
ritual, but the Exerciſe of that Power, or the manner where- 
by it exatts Obedience is ſo too; and can reach no further 
than to admit or exclude from the Communion ſuch as em- 
brace, or renounce the Laws of Chriſt, without the leaſt 
coerceive Power over their Perſons, or their external 
Actions. | 

That in conſequence of this, all that external Juriſdicti- 
on in the Church, which it enjoys in moſt Chriſtian King- 
doms, is derived from the Civil Power, and dependant on it; 
not only as to the Execution, but with reſpect to the final 
Judgment, whether it ought to be executed ; for all Coerci- 
on belonging to the Magiſtrate, he muſt be ſupreme Judge 
in all Cauſes of what Nature ſoever they are, and over al 
Perſons where-ever Coercion 1s to take place. | 

And all this may be ſupported by Arguments of the great- 
eſt Weight, drawn either from the Reaſon and Nature of 
the Thing, the expreſs Authorities of Scripture, or the fatal 
Conſequences that have enſued, where-ever the contrary 1 
Doctrine prevailed. Bp 

It is evident, the whole Efficacy of Religion conſiſts in *1 
the internal Diſpoſition and Perſwaſion of the Mind ; with- ; 
out theſe all outward Performances are as ineffectual to- 


Men aſſembled together for bodily Exerciſe or Recreation. 
Beſides, what the true inward Perſwaſion of one Man is, 
no other Man can diſcover, there being no Teſt to diſtin- 
guiſh a Real from a Pretended Perſuaſion. If therefore 
God ſhould have left a Coercive Power to the Teachers of 
Religion, and given them a Right to compel Men to be- 
lieve or profeſs the Doctrines they taught; as on the one 
hand it could have no Efficacy to promote the true Ends 
of Religion, ſo on the other, it would give all Men a Right 
to make War upon all ; for not only the true and ſincere 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel would have this Right, but the moſt, | 
erroneous, and even the greateſt Diſſemblers and Hypo- 
crites: for ſince the Pretence in this Cafe cannot be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Reality by any means in our Power; all, 
as to the Exerciſe of this Right of making War, would 


Further ; 
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Further; it would not be poſſible, in this caſe, to avoid 
the Contradiction in the Chriſtian Law, unleſs you place the 
Civil Sword as well as the Keys in the Hands of the E:clefia- 
ical Saperiors, for it is a direct Contradiction that every 
Soul ſbould be ſubject to the Temporal Power, and at the ſame 
time, at the Command of another, the Governors of a di- 
ſtinct Society lie under an Obligation to deſtroy it. If it 
be ſaid ; may not the il State in ſome Particulars be ſub- 
je& to the Eccleſiaſtical, and in thoſe caſes only Obedience 
be diſpenſed withal, but remain in others? I anſwer, it 
is impoſſible, for whatever Power is ſubje& to another, with 


reſpect to the uſe of the Sword, in one Point; muſt be ſub- 


ject in all, if that other is the final Judge of that Point. 
And this holds true not only becauſe there can be no Law 
in a Chriſtian State that does not directly or indirectly 
affect Religion, as it affects Chriſtians, but becauſe, it is 
in the Nature of Supremacy not to be capable of a Regula- 
tion in this Particular. | OP: 

For either one muſt be indefinitely ſubjef to the other, 
or certain Limits muſt be fixed by Agreement as the Bounda- 
rizs of the two Powers. If the latter; then either one or 
other mult have a Right to determine in caſe of a Diſpute; 
and which ever that is, muſt be Supreme, (if it has the 
Potver of the Sword to enforce Obedience) or elſe you muſt 
ſuppoſe each Independent, and Supreme Judge in its own 
Caſe; and then, the Contradiction in the Chriſtian Law is 
unavoidable, becauſe every Man, by virtue of this two- 
fold Obedience, may be under the Obligation to deſtroy, and 
aſſiſt, the ſame Perſon at the ſame Time. 

But then; no Contradiction follows, if with our Bleſſed 
Saviour, and the whole Chriſtian Church till the Papal Uſurpa- 
tion, you allow, that theſe two Powers are neither conver- 
fant about the ſame thing, nor exerciſe their Juriſdiction in 
the ſame manner; that, one is Supreme in all Cauſes, and 
over all Perſons with regard to the Dire&ion of the Force, 
Strength, or Power of the Community ; the other confined 
to Things merely Firitual, and in a Spiritual Way; without 
Authority, in any caſe, to apply or direct the Force of the 
People. DE. 

And that this was the Intention of our Bleſſed Founder, 
appears beyond Controverſy from thoſe memorable mou 


P. rr ess 28. 


. 

of his, My Kingdom is not of this World, if my Kingdom were 
of this World, then would my Servants fight for me, That is, 
if it were my Intention, that the Rules, which I have de- 
livered, ſhould be enforced by the Temporal Sword, or if, 
in the Nature of the thing, ſuch Force could produce that 
Diſpoſition in the Minds of Men, which the Religion I have 
taught Principally aims at, I could eaſily by a Force Supe- 
rior to the united Strength of Mankind, by Twelve Legions 
of Angels, or by an Af of Omnipotence compel all to profeſs 
it. But as this was not the Deſign of my Kingdom ; I have 
neither exerciſed, nor communicated to thoſe, whom I have 
appointed to bear Rule in it, any other Powers than what 
are proper to work upon the Minds of Men in a Moral 
Way, that their Actions may be the Effects of their own 
Choice, and they become capable of that Happineſs, which 
in the Qrder of 'Things God has allotted for Free or Moral 
Agents. My Kingdom by this Means inſtead of being de- 
ſtructive to the Temporal Powers, aſſiſts and ſtrengthens them. 
But if it ſhould go farther, no doubt, Religion would be a 
conſtant Pretext for Faction and Strife, which every ambiti- 
ous Man would lay hold on, either to extend his own 
Power, or ſeize upon that which belonged to others. 

St. Paul is expreſs to the ſame Purpoſe. He aſſigns it as 
the End and Deſign of Civil Power, to reſtrain Violence and 
Wrong by the joint Force of the Community, for this Cauſe 
he tells us it was ordained of God, and becauſe the Magiſtrate 
could not anfyer the End of his Appointment, except he had 
the Direction of the Strength and Force of the whole So- 
ciety, he declares it to be the expreſs Will of God, that all, 
every Soul of whatever Dignity or Station in the Chriſtian Church, 
whether an Apoſtle, or a Biſhop, or a Presbyter, or a Lay- 
man, ſhould be ſulject to the higher Powers. (For ſo are the 
Words of St. Chryſoftome, and the joint Voice of all Anti- 
quity in the Interpretation of this Paſſage.) And to ſhew, how 
high a Place, among the Rules of Chriſtianity, this Doctrine 


held; he here in my Text makes it a neceſſary Branch of 


the Miniſterial Office, To put Men in Mind to be ſubject to 
Principalities, and Powers, and obey Magiſtrates. 

But Laſtly; 'Tho' theſe Authorities were leſs clear, the 
Evils that have enſued, where the contrary Doctrine has 


been entertained, would be ſufficient to ſettle this Dots: 
: | | or 
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For whoever looks into the Hiſtory of the Papacy, will ſee 


that from the Time of the firſt Claim of this Power, almoſt 
every State in Europe has been diſturbed by it. | 
They reckon ſeven German Emperors, and three or fout 


Kings of France, that were either depoſed or murdered by 


their Subjects upon this Account; beſides numberleſs Cru- 
Jade's, Inſurreftions, and Perſecutions raiſed in almoſt every 
State, and Province of Europe, by the Influence it had upon 
the Princes as well as People; the greateſt of whom have been 
forced to deſtroy their own Subjects, and violate their Pub- 
lick Faith, where it has been given without the Conſent or 
Approbation of their Ecclefiaſtical Superiors. 

Our Domeſtick Inſtances are as numerous as thoſe from 
Abroad. The firſt Race of the Norman Princes were, by the 
Monks, kept in a perpetual War with this Papal Power, till 
at laſt they were Freed to ſubmit to it. Since the Refor- 
mation, beſides the Rebellions of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, 
it produced two Attempts, at leaſt, of the moſt monſtrous 
Atts of Cruelty, that are to be found in the Hiſtory of Man- 
kind. The Gun-powder Treaſon, and the REBELL1 
ON of this Day. In the firſt, the governing Part of a ve- 
ry great and erful Nation were at once to be cut off. 
But the T l of this Day, is ſtill a greater Inſtance of 
the boundleſs Fury of this miſtaken Religious Principle. For 
the governing Part may be ſuppoſed Objects of à Political 
Cruelty ; but here, the common People of all Ranks, who 
have no Share in the Government, and could no more by any 


publick Act, than they had done by any private ill Treatment, 


rovoke the Fury of thoſe Zealots, were to the Number of a 
Hundred Thouſand, (as it is probably collected from the 
Accounts of thoſe Times) put to Death in cold Blood, as 
we may ſay, without either a Political, or private Animoſity to 
inflame the Paſſions of their Murderers. | 


This is an undeniable Argument, that the Cruelties of 


this REBELLION, were the Efetts of this damnable 
Doctrine (as the Compilers of our Law term it) that Men 
are obliged to propagate Religion by Force, and at the Com- 
mand of their Spiritual Superiors, take up Arms againſt the 
vil Power; for in this Kingdom, at that Time, the Na- 
tives of different Perſuafions lived together in a more than 
uſual Degree of good Correſpondence, and Neighbourhood ; - 

e 


8 F FST 


eren eeen 


ried on and inflamed by the Enthufiaſt 


[ 19 ] 


the ancient 1riſþ were admitted to all the Privileges, which 
thoſe of Engliſh Extraction enjoyed. So that there was no- 
ple, that could raiſe theſe miſerable 


thing but this Princi | 
Men to that unheard of Pitch of Inbumanity, to put to 
Death ſuch Numbers, without Regard to Sex or Age, to 
Innocence, Alliance, or Friendſhip. | | 

And it ſufficiently ſhews that theſe Cruelties are not to 
be attributed to any harſh Diſpoſition peculiar to Men of the 
Romiſh Perſuaſion, or to the Natives of this Kingdom, but 
to the Doctrine by whomſoever profeſſed ; that almoſt as ma- 
ny Inſtances of near equal Fury, may be uced on the 
Side of the Staries, where they imagined themſelves Rulers 
in Chriſt's Kingdom, and as ſuch, to have Authority to propa- 
gate Religion by Force, and oppoſe the Magiſtrate, where he 
refuſed to comply with their Demands. © 

Of this Kind may be reckoned that Univerſal, and Deſtru- 
ctive War of the Peaſants in Germany, which was chiefly car- 


s, about the Beginning 


of the Reformation; the Inſurrection in the City of Munſter, 


that for Cruelty and Madneſs may vie with our [riſþ R E- 

BELLION, was avowedly from this Cauſe. | 
I need not mention the Uneafineſs this Doctrine created to 
King James I. before his Acceſſion to the Engliſh Throne. 
That the Rebellion of the Scots againſt his Son, K. Charles J. 
was raiſed and fomented by the Influence, this miſtaken 
Principle had upon the Zealots among that People, is not, I 
think, diſputed. And what Effecte it produced in England, 
as ſoon as it ſpread there, are ſufficiently known. It's cer- 
tain it abated nothing of its wonted Vigour, and that the 
Murder of the King, and the Diſſolution of the Government 

ſoon followed. DN de 
From what has been obſerved upon this laſt Head, it will 
not now be difficult to anſwer the Arguments, that are uſu- 
ally urged in Favour of the Ecclefiaſtical Supremacy. The Pre- 
cedents, I ſuppoſe, will not be thought to have much Weight; 
And the Contradiction, which, they ſay, mult follow, if this 
emacy be not admitted, cannot favour their Claim, un- 
leſs they could alſo prove, that it was the Intention of our 
Bleſſed Founder to lodge the laft Reſort of all Power in the 
Spiritual Governors of his Church ; and give them the Dire- 
ction, not only of the Keyt, _ of the Sword alſo. The con- 
A | trary 
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trary whereof appearing very fully to have been his Inten- 
tion, ſeems to demonſtrate the Civil Supremacy, as to all external 
Jariſdiftion, becauſe otherwiſe the Contradiction mult follow. 
Nor can any Streſs be laid gon what is ſaid concerning 
the Superiority in the End; for tho' it be true, that the 
End, which Religion propoſes, is infinitely ſuperior to any 
Advantages that can be hoped for in this Life; yet ſince Co- 
excion can contribute nothing towards the Attainment of 
that End, but on the contrary, muſt make Religion an Oc- 
caſion of perpetual Mar and Strife among Men, it ſuffici- 
ently appears,there can be no Caſe, wherein the Governors or 
Teachers of it can lay hold on the Civil Sword, or which is 
the ſame Thing, direct the Force or Strength of the People. 
And laſtly; from hence it alſo appears, that there is no 
Neceſſity, in order to get clear of this ſuppoſed Contradi- 
Rion, with ſome modern Writers, to diſſolve the Govern- 
ment of the Chriſtian Church, and leave the Members of Chriſt's 
Fold ſcattered and diſperſed, as Sheep having no Shepherd. For 
ſince not only the Olject of the tuo Powers, but their Manner 
alſo of enforcing Obedience are perfectly diſtin, no Contra- 
diction follows trom allowing, in every Chriſtian Kingdom, an 
authorized Government of the Ecclefiaſtical as well as civil 
State : But on the contrary, the ſpiritual, without being ca- 
le of diſturbing the Civil Power, may greatly contribute to 
its Security and Support. | 
And certainly what is ſuggeſted, that Sincerity in the 
- Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, will tupply all the Ends of an au- 
thorixed Government, is at leaſt a raſh and indigeſted Notion. 
For as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, How ſhall they call on him, in whom 


Wey have not believed? And how ſhall they believe in him of whom | 


they have not heard ? And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? 
And how ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? And how ſhall 
they be ſent, if there are not Perſons who have Authority 
from Chriſt to ſend Labourers into his Vineyard? 
It is manifeſt, the Chriſtian Law is of great Extent, in- 
cluding beſides the whole Body of Morality, ſeveral poſitive 
Precepts, and all the Articles of our Faith, which are the 
Foundation of our Practice, as well as Knowledge and Be- 
lief, and as neceſſary (by way of Motive) to engage us to 
lay hold on thoſe Means of Salvation, which God has propo- 
Ted; as to inform us, what they are, and upon what Terms 
es a 68 
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ve may be received. into Covenant with him. And ſurely it 
will be allowed, that in the ordinary Courſe of human Af- 
fairs, very much the greateſt Part of Mankind are ſo much 
employed in the Buſineſs of their ſeveral Profeſſions, and 
Callings, that unleſs there had been a Government appoint- 
ed by Chriſt, and Perſons ſeparated by his Authority, to 
teach and inſtruct Mankind in the Laws of God, to admit 
them into Covenant with him, to preſerve the Faith from 
Corruption and Error, and by a proper Diſcipline (tho 
without Force, and in a moral Way only) to work upon 
their Wills and Affections, it muſt be allowed (I ſay) un- 
leſs all this had been done, the Doctrines of Chriſt, and the 
Means of Salvation (vrithout a continued Inſpiration) would be 
as little known to the Bulk of Mankind, and as little re- 
garded by them, as the Books of Plato's: Commonwealth, 
or the Body of the Juſtinian Laws. | 
It is as great an Error in Morality, as Religion, to imagine 
the Myſteries of our Faith, are rather curious, than uſeful 
lations, and that it is not of Importance to the Good 
Mankind, which Way they are held. Juſt Notions of 


| God, and of his Attributes, his Juſtice, Goodneſs and Pro- 


vidence; a true Belief of the Means he has appointed for 
the Redemption of Mankind, of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments ; in a Word, a right Faith is as neceſſary to the 
Good of Mankind, as a right Rule of Practice or Morality; 
and the Reaſon is obvious, becauſe an erroneous Faith na- 
turally changes and corrupts the Rule of Morality, either by 
giving Men wrong Notions of God, or by removing thoſe 
Mori ves, which are neceſſary to engage us to obey his Will. 
And it is ſo notoriouſly known, that before the Chriſtian Re- 
velation, the Wickedneſs of Mankind was chiefly owing to 
their miſtaken Opinions concerning the Divine Nature, and- 
lince, the greateſt Corruptions of Morality, that have appear- 
ed in the World, have been the Efetts of Herefies and Errors 
in Faith and Religion. | EIS FC 
Nothing therefore can be in point of Reaſons weaker, in 
point of Miralitiy more dangerous, and with reſpect to Chri- 
ſtianity more deſtructive, than that Libertine Notion, that 
Mens Errors in Faith,- provided they are ſincere, can be no 
way prejudicial to them; and what, in Conſequence of this 
Notion, is maintained, wo there is no need of an _ 
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rixed Government in the Chriſtian Church. But as every Man 
may embrace what erroneous Tenets he thinks fit, ſo every 
Club, or Number of Men who agree in ſuch Tenets, may 
chuſe whom they will to teach and confirm them in theſe Er- 
vort, and notwithſtanding be as much intituled to the Promi- 
les of the Goſpel, as the Members of the moſt Orthodox Church. 
Certainly, this is to attribute too much to Sincerity ; it is 
true, without it no Man can be a good Chriſtian, or an ho- 
neſt Man; and no doubt, many Caſes may be propoſed, 
wherein the Uprightueſs of a Man's Intention may excuſe him 


from an involuntary Error. But ſurely, however uſeful this 


Diſpoſition may be, either in the Teacher or in the Hearer, 
it is not of it ſelf ſufficient to ſupply all other Qualifications 
that are requiſite to enable a Man to be a proper Judge of 
a very great and extenſive Body of Laws, or excuſe him from 
Guilt, 1f without ſuch Qualifications, he ſhall undertake to 
judge of them, and not follow the Dire&ion of thoſe who 
are authorized and appointed by God for that Purpoſe. 

If it had been the Will of God, that all ſhould be Apoſtles, 
all Prophets, all Teachers, or as the Enthuſiaſts imagine, all in- 
ſpired, there would be no need of Spiritual Governors in the Chri- 
ftian Church. But ſince it has pleaſed him to order it other- 
wiſe, and that the greater Part of Men are not of themſelves 
ſufficient for theſe Things without Inſtruction, without Govern- 
ment, without Diſcipline, probably the Chriſtian Graces of 
Humility, Submiſſion and Obedience to thoſe who are ſet over 
s in the Lord with Sincerity, will contribute more to the 
Enlargement of Chriſt's Kingdom, both in this and the next 


World, than Sincerity alone without them. But of this 


ſufficient. | 


I proceed therefore to the laſt Point of this Controverſy, to 


enquire briefly, how far Men, conſidered in their Civil Ca- 


pacities, are permitted by the Goſpel to limit by their local 
Conſtitution the Power of the Magiſtrate, and provide againſt 
any Exceſs or Abuſe in the Exerciſe of that Power, which 


may tend-to the Hurt and Rain of the Community, and in 
2 of ſuch Abuſe, how far this Duty of 2 binds 
t |  . +: 8H 1 


And here it may, I think, ſafely be affirmed, that nei- 


ther the Holy Scriptures, nor for that Reaſon the Chriſtian | 
Church have gone farther, than to declare that Government 


1n 
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in general is from God, or of Divine or Moral Inſtitution ; 
but that with Regard to the various Forms of Political Go- 
ernment, it has pleaſed him (upon account of the great Va- 
riety of Circumſtances, which 1s found among the different 
Bodies of People that are ſpread over the whole Earth) to 
permit every Nation to ſettle ſuch, as were belt ſuited to 
their Circumſtances, and for that Reaſon, beſt able to an- 
ſwer the End of Society, the Preſervation of every Man's 
Liberty and Property, by the univerſal Reſtraint of Violence 
and Wrong. 

To every Ordinance of Man, or every human Conſtitution 
thus eſtabliſhed, the Holy Scriptures exprefly command all 
Men to ſubmit. But then, as they determine nothing as 
to the Forms. of ſuch Conſtitutions, or which is the ſame 
thing, the Degrees of Power entruſted to any Perſon in the 
Direction of the Affairs of the Society, it is manifeſt, Religion 
lays no other Obligations upon any Man, than to obey eve- 
ry Perſon thus entruſted with any Share or Degree of Pow- 


er, in ſuch Manner as the Rules of the Society direct; fo 
that with reſpe& to the Reſtraints and Checks which any 


Conſtitution puts upon the Magiſtrate, the Goſpel has done no- 
thing more, than to make the Laws and Determinations of 
the Civil Society, the Laws and Rules of Religion. | 

If we ſuppoſe therefore, any free People not to have en- 
truſted their chief Magiſtrate with the abſolute Direction of 
their Afairs according to his Will, but to have appointed 
Laws, that are to be fixed Rules for the Exerciſe of his Pow- 
er; it muſt neceſſarily follow, that theſe Laws are a com- 
mon Meaſure, that at the ſame time determine both the 
Power of the Magiſtrate, and the Obedience of the Subject. And 
if the Subject ſhould obey the Magiſtrate contrary to theſe 
Laws, inſtead of obeying, according to the Divine Precept, 
the higher Powers, he reſiſts them, and is liable to the Penal- 
ties God has annexed to ſuch Reſiſtance. * 

And this holds equally true, whether the Magiſtrate be 
himſelf accountable, or not, to any Senate or Aſſembly of the 
States, for ſince the Law is the Meaſure of the relative Power 
and Duty, in one as well as the other, at whoſe Inſtance ſo- 
ever the Subject tranſgreſſes the Law, he muſt remain liable 
to the Puniſhment, And this in effect allowed by the Aſſer- 


ters of the contrary Opinion, by the Limitation they put 
o 
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to the Magiſtrate Power, in the Caſe of the Divine Law: 
For in both Caſes, the Limitation is of the very ſame Na- 
ture; and depends upon this, that where he is reſtrained by 


a ſuperior Power, the Subjects Obedience muſt be diſpenſed 
withal. 


Now it is evident, where the Magiſtrate has no Right to 


command, there he can have no Right to exact Obedience by 
Force; and if he does, that is an illegal and private Force, 
and not the Power of the Society of which the Conſtitution gives 


him the Direction. Wherefore admitting him not to be ac- 


countable for his Actions, (which is certainly the Cafe of 
our Conſtitution with reſpect to the King) yet, it is plain, this 
private Force may be repelled, where-ever it preſſes; and if 
the Magiſtrate will not remove it, but rather than govern by 
Law, or be confined to the Rules of the Conſtritution, abdicate 
and relinquiſh the Exerciſe of the fupreme Power ; in that 
Caſe, the Society is freed from all the Obligations they lay un- 
der to that Perſon, either from the Laws of God or the On- 
ftitution; and may, according to the general Tenor of the 
Divine Law, agree upon ſuch a Settlement as ſuits beſt with 
their Circumſtances. 8 | 


Theſe are the Rules, as to this Point, generally received 


by all Nations, and conſtantly obſerved by the Primitive 
Chriſtians under all the Changes in the Succeſſion, that were 
made during the Continuance of the Roman Empire; in all 
which Time, no Inſtance can be given of their refuſing 
Obedieace upon account of a defective Title, after the Empe- 
ror was acknowledged by the Senate or States, 

Theſe likewiſe are the Rules that have been obſerved by 
the Churches and People of theſe Kingdoms, both before 
and ſince the Reformation, in all Changes of the like Kind 


that have happened among us; thoſe Perſons, from the moſt 


ancient Times, having always been ſubmitted to, who were 
acknowledged in thote Aſſemblies, wherein the Legiſlative 
Power was lodged. 


And theſe are the Principles of the late Happy Revolution, 


upon which our preſent Government with all thoſe that pre- 
ceded it fince that great Deliverance, have been founded ; 
and which for that Reaſon is manifeſtly of Divine Right, and 
has the fame Obedience due to it by all Laws, Human and Di- 


vine, and from all Perſons, that is or can be due to any Qrdi- 


nauce of Man founded upon a Divine Precept. And 


[5] 
And now we ſhall, I hope, be able to clear up thoſe Dif- 
ficulties, that are chiefly inſiſted on by the Nomurors; the 


unlimited Precepts of Obedience found in the Holy Scriptures, 
the Writings and Practice of the Primitive Fathers, together 
with our own Homilies and the Yorks of our firſt Reformers. 
For it appears from what has been ſaid, that the general 
Precepts of Scripture neither relate to, nor at all determine 
this Point. The Writings of the Fathers all refer to that 
Charge, which was brought againſt them by the Fews and 
Heathens, that they were Enemies to the Powers in Being, 
and pretended to have a Divine Authority, as Heads of a di- 
ſtin& Society, to overturn the Governments then eſtabliſhed. 
All which they did indeed utterly diſclaim as a malicious 
Calumny, and on the contrary aſſerted the Power of the Em- 
peror to be Supreme next under GO D, and that the Chri- 
ſtian Church, conſidered as a diſtin& Society under the Dire- 
ction of its Spiritual Governors, had no Right from God, in 
any Caſe whatever, to reſiſt the Civil Power, And accord- 


{| ingly they patiently acquieſced under the ſevereſt Laws 


that were made againſt them, and by their Practice confirm- 


ed their Doctrine. | 


But this no way affects the Rights of Chriſtians as they, 
the ſame Perſons, compoſe the Civil State, and may have va- 
rious Privileges with Regard to their Magiſtrates, according 
to the different Conſtitutions that are eſtabliſhed in the ſeve- 
ral Parts of the World. It does not follow becauſe the 
People of Rome, conſidered as Members of the Church un- 
der the Conduct of their Biſhops, cannot depoſe Czſar by 
Rules of the Goſpel, that Cæſar is either more or leſs Abſolute 


than he was before, with reſpe& to the Conſtitution of the 


Roman Empire; or that he becomes an Abſolute or Hereditary 
Monarch, if before he were Elective or Limited; or that he 
acquires by the Laws of Chriſtianity a Right to deprive the 
Senate of Rome of all their Privileges, if before they had a 
Right by the Conſtitution to take up defenſive Arms in caſe 
he invaded them. All this is manifeſtly irrational, being in 
effect to ſay, that if a Free People, governed by a limited 


Monarch, ſhould embrace Chriſtianity, the Form of their Go- 
vernment muſt be immediately changed, and by becoming 
Chriſtians they muſt become Slaves. REY 


The 
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The ſame Diſtinction anſwers all that has been produced 
from the Homilies, and the Miitings of the firſt Reformers, 
which are manifeſtly levelled againſt the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, in order to ſupport the Civil Supremacy, and 
ſhew the People, that the Authority of the Pope could never 
warrant them to take up Arms againſt their legal Prince, 
Bur as to the Power of Chriſtian Princes with reſpe& to the 
States of their ſeveral Kingdoms, they never medled with 
it (as indeed no Church ought to do) and that Queſtion was 
not 19 much as drawn into Debate in thoſe Days. And 
thus I have done with what I propoſed. 

I ſhall take Leave to make two or three brief Inference 
from what has been ſaid, and ſo conclude. And, 

. 1. Since it appears by truly ſtating this Queſtion, that 
our preſent Settlement upon the Foot of the Rewoluticn, is 
ſupported by the Laws of God as well as Man, by the con- 
current Opinions of the Primitive, as well as Modern Miriters 
of all Kinds, (except a few of theſe Nations) and the ſettled 
Doctrine and Practice of the Chriſtian Church: Let all ſerious 
Perſons confider, how many and great Obligations they are 
under, to defend and maintain it with the utmoſt Courage, 
Zeal and Fidelity; and how juſtly they muſt ſtand charged in 
the Sight of God and Man; with all thoſe Evils that may 
enſue, if out of an affected Caution or Tudifference, or any 
weak and unexamined Scruples, they ſtand by, and permit 
weak or ill Men to undermine the Foundation, upon which 
our Religious, as well as Civil Rigths are built. \ 
2. Since it appears, that the Principles of Popery are of ſuch 
a Nature, that it is not poſſible, by any Security that can be 


given, to prevent the utter Extirpation of what they call Jp 
Hereſy, where the Civil Power is under the Direction of the 


Church of Rome, let no Difficulties ariſing from a Concur- 
rence of unforeſeen Accidents, fo far diſtra&t the Judgment, 
or inflame the Paſſious of any Man, as to make him think of 
putting the Sword into the Hands of a Perſon, who muſt draw 
it againſt us, or by the Rules of his own Church be depoſed 
and. murdered by his Subjects. 

It is extremely difficult to believe him ſerious, who aſ- 
ſerts, that a reformed Church may be ſafe under a Prince of the 
Romiſh Perſuaſion. But if Reſentment, Ambition, Avarice, or 
any other evil Affection has ſo far got the better of any — 8 

. | aſon, 
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Reaſon, as to make him ſeriouſly of this Opinion; let me 
prevail upon him, to examine the Hiſtory of the Papacy, and 
enquire whether ever there has been any Promiſe ſo ſo- 
lemn, any publick Faith ſo inviolable, any compact Edict, of 
publick Security fo facred, that they have not been forced. ro 
give way, where the Intereſt of that Church required it; and 
render d thoſe unhappy Men Examples of Foly, and Credulity 
to all the World, who wo confided in them. Let him ex- 
amine whether there be any Attempt ſo hazardous, any Acli- 
on ſo cruel; any RE BELLION ſo unnatural, in 4 
Word, any Thing in the common Opinion of Mankind ſo exe- 
crable, that this miſtaken Religious Zeal has not prevailed aps 
on ſome or other of the Votaries of that Church, to en 

in, in order to advance its Intereſt, or extend its Bounds, 1 
it be imagined, that Examples of this Kind can only be pro- 
duced from rude and barbarous Ages; and that this cruel 
Spirit is now ſpent and worn out; let him conſider, whether 
in our Memories, one of the greateſt, the moſt artful, (or as 
Men love to ſpeak) the wiſeſt Princes, that ever was of that 


Perſuaſion, did not, contrary to the manifeſt. Intereſt of his 
Kingdom, in Violation of a publick and National Secterity, 


and contrary to the greateſt perſonal Obligations (as far as 
Princes are capable * being obliged) utterly extirpate one 
of the moſt flouriſhing reformed Churches of Europe, | 

3. Since it appears, that moſt of thoſe Sects that are among 
us, have, with the Church of Rome, varied from the Original 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity in this Point of Obedience; and that 
the Eſtabliſhed Church has kept cloſe to thoſe Rules of its 
Bleſſed Founder, which make Religion an additional Strength 
and Security to the Civil Power; let it never be thought Wiſ⸗ 


dom or Policy to diſcountenance, or diſcourage it; to raiſe 


up Competitors to it ; to deprive. it of any of its legal Su- 


rities ; or to leſſen or diminiſh thoſe Powers, which by the 


wiſeſt Princes have been conferred upon it, more effectually 
to enable it to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen that Power, by which it is 
it ſelf ſupported and protected. 


7 1 


The Funcies of the Libertines of the preſent Age are ſo ek 


traordinary, that there is no need, in this Aſſembly, of a Cau- 
tion againſt them. It is impoſſible a wiſe Man can imagine, 
that the Influence, which Religion has upon Government, can be 


rendered more uſeful by being left to, hat they call, the 
| D Sin- 
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ED ah ird Qik tence "i private” + Mar fete is, of 4 
IS e the Humour, the Intereſt, ' and tlie 22 of 
Maltirude? than by being conducted ind directed by the 
* MI Rules, and Known Diſcipline of a well conſtituted and 5 
5 - Orthodox Church. 
| $ * Thele are, and alwals hare berg Bund, real Fibre, to 
* 2 B Fbriſtian States and Princes, and have united the Hearts and 
2  Afefions of their Subjelis to them, by fuch Ties of Duty and 
| * Valli, as no Paſſion or private Intereſt could diffolve or looſen. 
© Without theſe, a Society of Chriſtians is more ungovernable, 
1 4 than a looſe Moltitude of untaught Heathens ; every Man's 
2 Vm, his Ambition , his Trft or Avarice will become the 
Kules of his ;Belig tn; And what Security! what Peace! 
=; what Obedience! nt Fidelity can be expected ſrom ſuch 
| Rules, no Man needs to be informed. 
- Laſtly, Since Religion and Civil Government, as to this Life, 
hare the lame End, the Peace and common Welfare of Man- 
Find); let this, the Publick Good, be the ſole Aim of all thoſe, 
u ho have any Share in this great Tru committed to them by 
tze Win of God, and the Rules of the Community. And 
2 Jet it never be purſued by any Means, that are not conſiſtent 
with thoſe Eternal Laus of Reaſon and Religion, which God 
either in his revealed Will, or by the Light of Nature has 
F 7 diſcovered. Where Society is thus founded, and thus go- 
Feꝛrned, it is ſecured, and guarded on every Side by the or- 
ry Courſe of the Divme Providexce, and if we ſhould by 
ircumſtances, not in our Power-to prevent, ftand in 
fb... peed of his extraordinary Interpoſition, we have ſufficient 
. SGrounds from his infinite S and the Examples of 
his Mercy which he has been pleaſed fo often to ſnew in ma- 
Wh - 8 ny great and extraordinary ee of theſe HE 
Ws - humbly to Hope and expect it. 
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bl We 5 Nw to Ged the Father, God the 8 and God the Holy 
N | oY Gheſt, be aſcribed all Hewnr, Glory, Might, Majeſty and 
5 Dominion, - now and for ever, Amen, (IRS 


